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How Much Do Art Professionals Really Make?
POWarts Releases the Results of Its Art-World
Salary Survey

The nonprofit organization POWarts has released the results of its salary survey
comparing compensation in the visual arts field.

Sarah Cascone, June 20, 2019

"The Money Gap" at the pop-up museum That Lady Thing. Photo courtesy of That Lady Thing.

The Professional Organization for Women in the Arts has released the results
of its salary survey comparing compensation levels in the visual arts field at
for-profit and nonprofit organizations. More than 2,500 people responded to
the survey, providing detailed data about salaries at different ages and
experience levels, and for different job titles.
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The survey, which was conducted last year, hopes to assist visual arts
professionals as they progress in their careers and engage in salary
negotiation. It shows earnings levels as compared between nonprofit and
for-profit jobs, and organizes data by field for editors, professors, auction
specialists, archivists, and different ranks of curators. The survey also
collected data about the kinds of health and retirement benefits offered to
employees.

“POWarts was founded on the basis of empowering women by giving them
access to greater information,” Sara Kay, the organization’s founder and
owner of Sara Kay Gallery, told artnet News. “The more information you
have as an employee about what standard salaries and benefits are, the
more helpful it is. It protects the employee.”

The survey found that the median starting salary was $36,750 at for-profit
companies and $35,500 at nonprofits. “It was interesting for me to see that
the starting salaries were pretty comparable,” noted Kay. Median salaries
rise steadily with age, topping off at $132,500 for those between 55 and 64
in the for-profit sector and $81,000 at nonprofits.

SALARY BY EDUCATION LEVEL
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A Master’s degree may be the new baseline for arts professionals, but it doesn’t have a substantial
impact on average salary.

Salaries in the visual arts are not substantially higher with a masters degree. Image
courtesy of POWarts.
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The survey participants were an educated bunch, with only .9 percent of
respondents not claiming a bachelor’s degree. More than seven percent had
a doctorate, 58.38 percent had a master’s, and 33.5 percent had their
bachelor’'s—which is notably high compared to the national average, where
20.6 percent of people have completed college, and only 8.5 percent have
postgraduate degrees. But workers with masters only earned an average of
$2,000 more a year than their bachelor’s degree-toting peers.

The salary demographics skewed young, with the largest number of
respondents—525—between the ages of 25 and 34. And despite a concerted
effort on the part of POWarts to reach out to men, 89.27 percent of the

respondents were women.

“I'm a little sad more men didn’t participate,” Kay admitted. “We needed
men for this survey, and we need men alongside of us to effect any change.”

The pervasive culture of silence surrounding salaries shaped the results,
too. Although the survey was anonymous, 1,019 respondents still declined
to share how much money they make. “Money is a very touchy subject,” Kay
admitted. But other recent efforts have attempted to lift the veil: a group-
sourced Google spreadsheet detailing salary levels at US museums went

viral last month.

“These things need to start with a dialogue, whether it’s a survey or a

spreadsheet or a conversation,” Kay said.

For more on the survey’s findings, see the graphics below.
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1,019 respondents did not report their current salary.
\" People are still hesitant to share their salaries—even

for a survey on the subject!
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF PARTICIPANTS

AGE

B 18-24
40 RESPONDENTS

B 45-54
92 RESPONDENTS

B 25-34
525 RESPOMDENTS

I 55-64
26 RESPOMNDENTS

B 35-44
305 RESPONDENTS

G5+

9 RESPONDENTS

GENDER

89.2 7%

FEMALE

10.73%

MALE

POW

ARTS

METHODOLOGY: The data was collected through an online public questionnaire
in February and March 2018. The survey portal was open for one month. POWarls
announced the survey with a press release, website page, email to the POWarts
mailing list, and outreach to peers, professional organizations, and affinity groups.
The study sample is made up of 997 survey respondents who have nonmissing data
for all relevant salary and demographic variables.
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SALARIES BY AGE
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SALARIES FOR SPECIALIST
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SALARIES BY JOB TYPE

® For Profit
B Non-profit

Assistant:
eg. Administrative assistant, curatorial assistant, gallery assistant,
sales assistant

$47K
s:aaﬂ—sssx

$46.5K
$39.2K -551.9K

£25K S50K 575K S100K §125K S150K $175K

Associate:
eg. Client liaison, development associate, marketing coordinator,
public programming coordinator, sales associate

§54K
§48K _ $66K
847 1K
$40K — §56K
S25K S50K S75K S100K §125K S150K S175K

Manager:
eg. Account/business manager, project manager, social media manager,
gallery manager
$61.9K
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Specialist:
eg. Professor, analyst, archivist, conservator, editor, graphic designer, auction
specialist, registrar
S65K
sszo NN 7
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Director:
eg, Account/business director, development director, gallery director,
communications director
$83.5K
565K S100K
$75K
$60K $100K
525K 550K ST5K S100K §125K 5150K S175K
Executive:
eg. CEQ, CMO, COO, owner/principal, partner, president,
vice president
$132.5K
Sas5K :
£100K ' : 170K
$63.6K $120K
S25K S50K §75K S100K 5125K $150K §175K
Salary numbers represent 25th percentile, 50th percentile (median), and 75th percentite mw
for each job category.
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BENEFITS

This data represents the percentage of survey respondents who affirmed
a specific benefit is offered in their organization, A large percentage of
respondents did not know whether these benefits were or were not offered,
indicating a broader trend in the field
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SALARIES BY YEARS OF
ART WORLD EXPERIENCE
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STARTING SALARIES
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Median salary by sector. Starting salaries were self-reported by survey respondents

and adjusted for inflation. Statistics pertaining to survey participants’ first jobin

the visual arts are limited 1o data availability and may not be representative or Pow
generalizable to the survey sample as a whale, ARTS



